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ADMINISTRATOR'S  MESSAGE 


EARTHQUAKES! 
vulnerable  to 
quakes,  and  at 
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risk."  With  ove 
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Country. 


"All  50  states  are 
the  hazards  of  earth- 
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or  or  moderate  seismic 
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sterile  statistics 
immediacy  for  Big  Sky 


A  broad-based  program  involving  sound 
building  codes,  public  and  emergency 
service  education,  and  realistic 
exercises  is  already  underway  at  state 
and  local  levels.  However,  four 
additional  initiatives  would  further 
enhance  state  capabilities: 

Earthquake  Education  —  Kindergarten 
through  Grade  6.  (see  related 
article, "Earthquake  Activity") 

Automation  of  the  State  Emergency 
Operations  Center   (EOC).    At  the 

present  time,  resource  lists  and  all 
disaster  response  data  are  being 
manually  recorded  and  retrieved.  Due 
to  this  time  consuming  process,  it  is 
questionable  whether  the  state 
possesses  the  capability  to  rapidly 
identify,  recall,  and  effectively 
direct  the  essential  equipment  or 
unique  skills  needed  to  respond  to  a 
massive  earthquake.  Several 
commercially  available  information 
management  systems  are  capable  of 
accurately  analyzing,  and  graphically 
displaying  this  essential  data  for  the 
Governor  and  emergency  management 
personnel  in  a  timely  manner.  Funding 
for  the  procurement  of  these  systems 
can  be  aided  by  private  grants. 

Development  of  Heavy  Urban  Rescue 
Teams  (HURT).  HURT  or  urban  search 
and  rescue,  is  a  multi-discipl inary, 
multi-agency  approach  to  dealing  with 
collapsed  structures.  It  involves 
integrating  the  following  skills  into 
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Creation  of  an  Alternate  State  EOC. 

Presently,  the  entire  direction  and 
control  capability  of  state 
government  is  centered  in  Helena.  A 
massive  earthquake  that  destroys  the 
EOC  and/or  incapacitates  state 
leadership  would  almost  eliminate  the 
possibility  of  an  effective  response. 
As  for  responding  to  other  earthquake- 
prone  cities  within  Montana,  the 
state  does  not  possess  a  command  and 
control  system  that  can  be  moved  to 
the  scene  of  a  disaster.  It  is 
essential  that  steps  be  taken  to 
ensure  continuity  of  government.  The 
development  of  a  mobile  alternate  EOC 
is  also  highly  desirable. 

These  proposals,  currently  under  study 
by  the  Disaster  and  Emergency  Services 
Division,  highlight  several  ways  in 
which  the  State  of  Montana  can  further 
its  ability  to  cope  with  a  major 
earthquake.  We  look  forward  to 
working  with  you  on  protecting  the 
people  of  Montana  from  "the  greatest 
natural  hazard  faced  by  the  nation." 

-  F.  Guy  Youngblood 

EARTHQUAKE  ACTIVITY 

Much  of  Montana  is  located  in  a 
moderate-  to  high-risk  seismic  zone. 
The  potential  for  a  severe  earthquake 
striking  within  the  state  is  signifi- 
cant. As  part  of  earthquake  educa- 
tion activities,  the  division  is 
promoting  the  use  of  an  earthquake 
curriculum  package  in  the  schools. 


The  curriculum,  "Tremor  Troop — 
Earthquakes",  was  developed  by  the 
National  Science  Teachers'  Association 
with  financial  support  from  FEMA.  It 
is  divided  into  six  units — Defining  an 
Earthquake,  Why  and  Where  Earthquakes 
Occur,  Physical  Results  of  an  earth- 
quake. Measuring  Earthquakes,  Recog- 
nizing Earthquakes,  and  Earthquake 
Safety  and  Survival.  Each  unit  is 
divided  into  presentations  for  three 
levels — grades  K-2,  3-4,  and  5-6. 

DES  introduced  the  curriculum 
package  at  the  1989  Montana  Education 
Association  convention  in  October. 
Letters  were  sent  in  advance  to 
"BESTers"--Better  Elementary  Science 
Teachers — throughout  the  state  encour- 
aging them  to  stop  by  the  DES  display 
and  examine  the  curriculum  package. 

The  display  included  photographs  of 
earthquake  damage,  including  photos 
from  the  1935  Helena  quake  and  the 
1959  Hebgen  Lake  quake,  and  maps 
depicting  seismic  risk  zones  of  the 
United  States  and  Montana. 

Coming  on  the  heels  of  the  Califor- 
nia quake,  there  was  strong  interest 
among  the  teachers.  Most  had  stories 
to  relate  regarding  their  students' 
response  to  and  questions  about  the 
California  quake.  Some  expressed 
surprise  at  Montana's  risk  from  earth- 
quakes even  though  most  were  aware  of 
the  1935  and  1959  earthquakes  here  in 
Montana. 

If  you,  or  any  teachers  in  your 
area,  are  interested  in  using  this 
curriculum  package,  it  is  available 
through  the  Montana  DES  office. 

-  Gretchen  Bingman 

WHAT'S  HAPPENED  TO  SHELTER  SURVEY? 

Stop   your   rolotape  the  financial 

analyst  said, 
You  have  no  money  to  go  ahead. 


In  Congress  the  budget  is  not  yet 

sealed,  ^| 

Which  in  essence  means  you  can  not  go  ^^ 

to  the  field. 
Greatest  news  came  the   word  from 

Region  Eight, 
The  budget's  approved,  the  surveyors 

can't  wait. 
Unfortunately  for  the  surveyor  the 

progress  will  be  slow. 
Congress  gave  us  the  money,  but  now 

it's  forty  below — and  snow. 
Even  though  unfunded,   I  have  been 

busy. 
The  paperwork  from  Jefferson  County 

makes  one  dizzy. 
Beaverhead  County   was  surveyed  by 

contractor, 
I    calculated    Kim   Potters'   EOC 

protection  factor. 
Mary  Arnold  and  I  took  a  look  at  the 

future. 
Where  all  new  surveys  are  done  by 

computer. 
We  drove  to  Colorado,  just  like  we 

should. 
But  really  I  wanted  to  go  to  Deadwood.  ^^ 
So  now  that  we're  back,  I'll  go  where  ^^ 

I  ought'ter, 
To   the   great   northern    county 

coordinated  by  KIM  POTTER! 

-  Jim  Kujawa 

DISTRICT  I  HIGHLIGHTS 
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plan  can  be  a 
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each  park  owner, 
r:  A  Floodplain 
r,  Sept.  1989) 


2.  Attorney  General  opinion  number  29 
(Volume  43).  Held:  The  state  may  not 
reimburse  school  districts  for  school 


bus  transportation  for  February  2  and 
3,  1989,  when  the  districts  closed  in 
accordance  with  the  governor's 
declaration  of  emergency.  (Source: 
MACO  Newsletter,  Oct.  1989) 

3.  Please  remember  to  keep  District 
Representatives  advised  of  exercises 
planned  in  your  jurisdiction. 

4.  Ravalli  County  DES  coordinator, 
Reba  Falk,  plans  to  revitalize  the 
county  emergency  planning  committee. 

-  Bill  Thomas 

DISTRICT  II  HIGHLIGHTS 

Blaine  County  Commissioners  have 
appointed  Martin  Dirden  to  temporarily 
fill  the  position  vacated  by  Pete 
Paulsen.  Pete  has  accepted  a  training 
assignment  with  the  Guard  which 
required  that  he  travel  back  east  for 
six  months  so  he  has  resigned  as  the 
coordinator.  We  wish  him  well. 

Martin  is  a  Blaine  County  native  who 
graduated  from  MSU  with  a  BS  in  Micro- 
biology and  Environmental  Health  and 
is  awaiting  the  results  of  the 
Sanitarian  test.  He  and  his  wife  and 
daughter  live  in  Harlem.  Welcome 
aboard! 

In  Cascade  County,  Bill  Murray  has 
been  conducting  preparedness  seminars 
in  all  of  the  Great  Falls  area 
schools.  He  reports  that  these  are 
well  attended  and  that  the  information 
exchange  is  very  good. 

Tom  Bersuch  wonders  where  the  time 
goes  so  fast  now  that  he  has  assumed 
his  new  duties  with  the  Association. 
Great  news  Tom,  it  will  go  even 
faster! 

Jim  King  has  been  appointed  the  new 
coordinator  for  Glacier  County.  Jim 
has  owned  a  business  in  Cut  Bank  and 
also  taught  school  for  several  years 
in  eastern  Montana.   He  will  bring  a 


new  perspective  to  the  DES  program  in 
Glacier  County.  Welcome  aboard,  Jim! 

Jim  Hamilton,  in  Teton  County, 
helped  conduct  and  evaluate  two 
excellent  exercises  within  a  couple  of 
weeks.  On  one,  he  was  able  to  obtain 
an  aircraft  which  had  been  destroyed 
several  years  ago.  The  county  road 
crew  positioned  it  and  all  reports 
were  that  it  really  added  a  new 
dimension  to  the  exercise. 

All  other  jurisdictions  report  that 
things  are  about  normal.  Areas  of  the 
district  received  up  to  a  foot  of  snow 
during  the  last  storm.  Judith  Basin 
reported  housing  several  stranded 
motorists.  Also  I  understand  that 
some  motorists  were  housed  in  the 
Browning  area.  Hats  off  and.  a  well 
done  to  those  communities. 

-  Chuck  McCombs 

DISTRICT  III  HIGHLIGHTS 

MONTANA  RAIL  LINK  (MRL) 

As  previously  stated  (in  the  Sept. 
1989,  MT  DES  Newsletter)  MRL  has 
agreed  to  notify  MT  DES  of  a  derail- 
ment when;  1)  it  is  known  that  a 
crossing  will  be  blocked  for  an 
extended  period  of  time  for  any  reason 
and/or,  2)  hazardous  materials  are 
listed  on  the  consist. 

Further  coordination  with  Mr.  Bernie 
Bidwell,  Director  Operations  Services, 
of  MRL  has  expanded  our  notification 
of  derailments. 


MRL  has  also  agreed 
of  derailments  "where 
have  reason  to  be  con 
a  derailment  not  on 
blocked    crossings 
material  release,  but 
serious  and  they  (th 
don't  know  if  there 
concerned  or  not.   I 
public  most  often  cal 
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or  hazardous 
because  it  looks 
e  publ ic)  simply 
is  reason  to  be 
n  such  cases  the 
Is  the  local  law 


enforcement  authorities  who  may  be 
embarrassed  because  they  don't  know 
anything  about  it." 

If  we  receive  a  notification  of  a 
derailment  from  MRL  (during  normal 
working  hours,  8-to-5  Monday  through 
Friday)  our  Duty  Officer  will  contact 
the  affected  local  DES  Coordinator  who 
in  turn  will  relay  the  information  to 
the  county  warning  point.  If  a 
notification  is  received  after  working 
hours,  on  a  weekend  or  holiday  the  DES 
Duty  Officer  will  notify  the  affected 
county  warning  point  which  will  in 
turn  relay  the  information  to  the 
local  DES  Coordinator. 

We  appreciate  the  cooperation  of  MRL 
and  especially  that  of  Bernie  Bidwell. 
It  is  hoped  that  Burlington  Northern 
and  other  rail  lines  in  Montana  will 
follow  suit. 

Ken  Minnie  is  the  new  coordinator  in 
Musselshell  County.  Welcome  aboard! 

-  Jim  Anderson 


to   Broadus,   family   and  friends. 
Jeanne  has  been  actively  involved  in  ^^ 
the  Alaska  EMT  and  Search  and  Rescue  ^^ 
programs.    Welcome  back  and  welcome 
aboard  Jeanne. 

Full-scale  exercises  have  been  held 
in  Prairie,  Fallon,  Wibaux,  McCone  and 
Custer.  Each  exercise  has  been  an 
excellent  learning  experience  and  has 
had  the  involvement  and  support  of  the 
complete  community. 

Custer  County  Commissioner,  Mike 
O'Shea,  came  away  from  the  Multiple 
Death  Workshop  in  Great  Falls  deter- 
mined to  present  an  overview  of  the 
course  to  the  local  Coroner,  Fire 
Chief,  Law  Enforcement  and  others  who 
would  be  involved  in  Custer  County. 
He  is  drafting  a  presentation  that  is 
intended  to  increase  the  local  aware- 
ness, enhance  the  County  preparedness 
and  recruit  applicants  for  the  spring 
workshop  on  Multiple  Death.  Thank 
you,  Mike,  for  your  interest  and 
support.  ^ 


DISTRICT  IV  HIGHLIGHTS 

Robert  Bryan,  who  has  been  Powder 
River  DES  Coordinator  for  several 
years  has  resigned  as  coordinator.  Bob 
has  agreed  to  continue  to  volunteer 
his  time  and  assist  in  planning  and 
the  operational  process  of  disaster 
communications.  Bob  and  his  wife  are 
both  HAMS  (HAM  radio  operators)  and 
were  instrumental  in  the  county's 
purchase  of  one  of  the  first  Packet 
radio  systems  in  eastern  Montana. 
Thanks,  Bob,  for  a  job  well  done. 

The  Powder  River  county  Commission 
has  hired  a  new  part-time  DES  coordi- 
nator. Jeanne  Portwine  is  the  new 
Powder  River  County  Coordinator. 
Jeanne  has  been  a  resident  of  Powder 
River  County  for  most  of  her  life. 
Jeanne  had  been  living  in  Alaska  for 
several  years.  Employment  with  Powder 
River  County  allowed  Jeanne  to  return 


Several  months  ago  Prairie  County 
Coordinator  Wes  Plann  was  asked  to 
look  at  the  possibility  of  one 
general  agreement  with  surrounding 
entities  which  would  establish  a 
general  policy  agreement  (guidance  for 
operational  capabilities)  that  could 
be  used  to  cover  operational  response 
between  entities.  This  has  resulted 
in  several  meetings  with  the  support 
of  Con  Donvan,  Association  VP,  and 
this  District  Representative. 


As  a  result  of  question 
from  various  counties  Mon 
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meeting.  The  meetings  will  be  one  day 
only,  from  10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

-  Norm  Parrent 

NEWS  FROM  THE  COUNTIES 

The  EPA  will  teach  a  class  on 
Hazardous  Materials  for  First 
Responders  on  December  9  and  10  (Sat. 
and  Sun.)  in  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
County  EOC.  The  course  is  free  of 
charge.  No  pre-registration  is 
required.  It  will  begin  at  8:00  a.m. 
on  December  9  and  end  at  about  5:00 
p.m.  on  December  10.  The  class  is 
intended  to  teach  first  responders  in 
fire,  law  enforcement  and  EMS  how  to 
identify  and  respond  to  HAZMAT 
emergencies. 

-  Courtesy  of  Paul  Spengler 

EMERGENCY  MANAGEMENT  COURSES 

Distribution  of  the  1990  Training 
Catalog  of  Montana  and  Region  VIII 
courses  is  planned  for  December  1. 

Recipients  of  the  catalog  may  detect 
some  changes  in  content.  Three  courses 
are  scheduled  that  have  not  been 
conducted  in  Montana  in  the  past;  (1) 
Incident  Command/Emergency  Operations 
Center  Interface  (2)  Developing 
Volunteer  Resources,  and  (3)  Shelter 
Systems  Officer. 

This  year's  catalog  will  include  a 
list  of  continuing  education  hours 
granted  by  professional  organizations 
for  completion  of  many  of  the  courses. 

-  Kate  Selby 

TEAMWORK  EVIDENT  DURING  FLOODING 

Flooding  may  occur  at  any  time  of 

year--even  November.  All  that  it 

takes  is  unusually  heavy  precipita- 
tion. 

David  Olsen,  of  the  National 
Weather  Service,  has  issued  an  after- 
action memo  concerning  the  flooding 


Northwestern  Montana,  November  11-12. 
Up  to  four  inches  of  rain  fell  in  the 
area,  melting  snow  that  had  dropped 
earlier,  and  caused  streams  to  rise  to 
flood  stage. 

NWS  specialists  reacted  to  a  report 
from  Flathead  County  Disaster  and 
Emergency  Services  Coordinator,  Kim 
Potter,  that  Bear  Creek  was  flooding 
some  30  miles  east  of  Kali  spell.  State 
DES  was  also  alerted.  At  one  point 
Kim  reported  by  radio  telephone  on 
conditions  along  the  middle  fork  of 
the  Flathead  River. 
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WEATHER  CHANNEL  TO  ASSIST 

Weather-related  disaster  informa- 
tion may  soon  be  available  to  Montana 
communities  through  the  Atlanta-based 
Weather  Channel .  The  Weather  Channel 
is  now  offering  to  put  out  weather- 
related  disaster  information, 
including  that  to  assist  evacuations 
and  for  protective  measures. 

The  Weather  Channel  will  accept 
requests  for  public  service  disaster 
announcements  only  from  state  disaster 
and  emergency  services  offices.  If 
you  wish  to  make  use  of  the  service, 
contact  Montana  DES  in  Helena  and  we 
will  gather  the  necessary  facts  using 
a  worksheet.  Then  we  will  fax  your 
announcement,  maps  or  other  documents 
to  the  Weather  Channel . 

This  is  another  way  to  keep  your 
folks  informed  during  emergencies. 
Plan  to  make  use  of  it. 
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